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S I M P L I F I E S  C U S T O M  F I E L D S

A C F  =  A D V A N C E D  C U S T O M  F I E L D S

C R E A T E  C L E A R  A D M I N  E X P E R I E N C E S

What is ACF?

E A S Y  T O  L E A R N  &  U S E

F R E E  &  P R O  L I C E N S E S  
( P R O  R E Q U I R E D  F O R  A C F  B L O C K S )



E D I T O R  M A D E  U P  O F  B L O C K S

B U I L T  W I T H  R E A C T

F L E X I B L E ,  P A G E  B U I L D E R  A P P R O A C H

Gutenberg Editor
Rundown

C A N  B E  U S E D  S E L E C T I V E L Y

V I S U A L  S T Y L E  I N  C M S



A L R E A D Y  U S I N G  A C F

If you use ACF for other parts of your project, 
a lot of code for blocks will be familiar. Plus, 
minimizes need for more plugin(s) just for 
block creation or libraries. 

M O R E  C O M F O R T A B L E  W  P H P /
H T M L / C S S  T H A N  R E A C T / J S

While it’s still recommended to “learn 
JavaScript deeply”, ACF Blocks creates a 
bridge for block creation for those not quite 
there yet. 

When is ACF a
good fit for blocks?
There are several options for building 

custom Gutenberg blocks out there 

(create-guten-block, Block Lab, Lazy 

Blocks, etc.) When does ACF make the 

most sense? 



# George Watch 

1.  Register block(s) 

2.  Assign fields to block(s) (OPTIONAL) 

3.  Set up block(s) display 

Steps for Creating an
ACF Block





N A M E :  A unique string (think “slug”)   

Registering ACF Block
ACF_REGISTER_BLOCK_TYPE BASICS

T I T L E :  Display title for block, shown in editor 

D E S C R I P T I O N :  Short description 

C A T E G O R Y :  Section where block will appear 
in editor. Options: common, formatting, layout, 
widgets, embed (custom categories can be 
created) 

R E N D E R _ T E M P L A T E :  Tells where the code 
for the block display can be found. 



R E N D E R _ T E M P L A T E
R E F E R E N C I N G  S E P A R A T E  F I L E

If using this method, the code for the front-end display 

of the block exists in a PHP file, most likely in a custom 

area of the theme. I like to create a BLOCKS folder in 

my theme and place the templates there. 

R E N D E R _ C A L L B A C K
R E F E R E N C I N G  F U N C T I O N

Instead of calling out a separate file that contains the 

block’s code, this references a function that will output 

the frontend display for the block. 



I C O N :  Dashicons or custom icons 

Registering ACF Block
THE EXTRAS

K E Y W O R D S :  Search terms for block 

P O S T _ T Y P E S :  Limit display to certain types 

M O D E :  Auto, preview, edit 

A L I G N :  Default alignment: left, center, right, wide, full 

S U P P O R T S :  Block API supports elements like 
“multiple”. Reference Block API or ACF documentation 
for full available options here. 



S V G  I C O N S
I N C L U D E  S V G  C O D E  I N  A R R A Y

If using this method, you place the SVG code for your 

custom icon in the ACF block declaration array 

S T Y L E D  I C O N S
A D D  C O L O R S

If you want to add custom colors, you can do so via  

this route 



I C O N :  Dashicons or custom icons 

Registering ACF Block
THE EXTRAS

K E Y W O R D S :  Search terms for block 

P O S T  T Y P E S :  Limit display to certain types 

M O D E :  Auto, preview, edit 

A L I G N :  Default alignment: left, center, right, wide, full 

S U P P O R T S :  Block API supports elements like 
“multiple”. Reference Block API or ACF documentation 
for full available options here. 



Assigning 
Fields to Block
F O L L O W S  N O R M A L  A C F  P A T T E R N

Create fields like you would a post or 

page for your block. You’ll see block as an 

option in Location Rules. You can create 

fields to show on all blocks or just a 

specific block (most common) 











I N D I V I D U A L  D E C L A R A T I O N S

You can use enqueue_style and 
enqueue_script directly in 
acf_register_block_type for individual CSS or 
JS files. 

G U T E N B E R G - S P E C I F I C  
S T Y L E S H E E T  W  E V E R Y T H I N G

You can also create one CSS &/or JS file with 
the code for any custom blocks and query 
that in.  

Getting Backend
Block Styling
Because Gutenberg is a visual editor, it 

differs from traditional ACF fields 

where layout styling is usually not 

brought into editor. You can achieve 

styling in the admin multiple ways. 



E N Q U E U E _ B L O C K _ A S S E T S
F R O N T  &  B A C K E N D

This can be used to bring CSS & JS into both the 

front & back end of your site instead of doing 

individual block CSS & JS.  

E N Q U E U E _ B L O C K _ E D I T O R _ A S S E T S
B A C K E N D  O N L Y

This can be used to bring CSS & JS into the 

backend editor of the site. 



D O N ’ T  W A N T  T O  M E S S  W I T H  I T ?

I S _ A D M I N ( )  C O N D I T I O N A L

Put placeholder text to display in good ol’ 
Gutey and just style front-end like any 

other module. 





# George Watch 

1.  Testimonials 

2.  Email Opt In Box 

3.  Photo Carousel/Slider 

4.  Sponsor/Ad Blocks 

5.  Guest Author Box 

6.  ...and much more! 

Example Uses for Custom
ACF Blocks



ACF Blocks Documentation - 
https://www.advancedcustomfields.com/resources/blocks/ 

ACF Blocks Resources

ACF Blocks - https://acfblocks.com/ 

Gutenberg Courses - https://gutenberg.courses/ 

Wes Bos Courses - https://wesbos.com/courses/ 

Deeper into Gutenberg / JS Skills


